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FOLLOWING SUMMARIZES ACTING SPOKESMAN FUNSETH'S RESPONSES 
AT TODAY'S BRIEFING, MOST OF WHICH WAS ON DEVELOPMENTS IN 
LAOS. 

1. LAOS- 

A. AMERICANS IN SAVANNAKHET - WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED 
CONFIRMATION THAT LAO CABINET MINISTER HAS LEFT VIENTIANE 
FOR SAVANNAKHET (TO OBTAIN RELEASE OF THE AMERICANS 
DETAINED THERE), BUT OUR CHARGE WAS AGAIN ASSURED REPRE- 
SENTATIVES WOULD BE SENT. UNDERSTAND THIS DELAY IS DUE 
NOT TO DETENTION OF AMERICANS BUT TO INTERNAL POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS. CHARGE HAS AGAIN PROTESTED THE DELAY AS 
WELL AS CONTINUED DETENTION OF THE 12 AMERICANS. EMBASSY 
VIENTIANE HAS BEEN IN REGULAR CONTACT WITH GROUP 
AND DOES NOT BELIEVE ANY OF THE AMERICANS ARE IN DANGER. 

WE ARE CHECKING REPORT THAT TWO OF TWELVE WERE SEPARATED 
FROM THE OTHERS, BUT REPEAT THAT EMBASSY DOES NOT 
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WERE SEPARATED. WE HAVE NO OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION THAT 
PL TROOPS HAVE ENTERED SAVANNKHET. 

B. AMERICAN STAFF REDUCTION IN LAOS - AS STATED LAST 
WEEK, IT IS OUR INTENTION TO REDUCE THE SIZE OF OUR STAFF 
OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS. A FEW AMERICANS HAVE 
LEFT. WE EXPECT MORE WILL BE LEAVING. 

C. POLITICAL CHANGE IN LAOS - WE DO NOT THINK THERE HAS 
BEEN ANY CHANGE DURING THE PAST WEEK. 

2. DEPARTURE OF THAI AMBASSADOR - ON BACKGROUND AS 
STATED YESTERDAY, WE BELIEVE HE IS GOING TO BANGKOK 
FOR CONSULTATION AND WILL RETURN TO WASHINGTON. 

3. ALGERIA AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE ASSETS - STILL UNDER 
CONSIDERATION. 

4. NEXT KISSINGER-GROMYKO MEETING - DO NOT KNOW WHEN 
SECRETARY WILL NEXT SEE GROMYKO. 

5. KOREAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION -(QUESTIONER 
REFERRED TO A KOREAN PRESS REPORT THAT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
ADOPTED A RESOLUTION WHICH INTER ALIA CALLS ON THE U.S. 

TO DEMONSTRATE ITS DETERMINATION TO DEFEND THE ROK 
AGAINST NORTH KOREAN AGGRESSION.) WE ARE NOT AWARE THAT 
ROKG HAS CONVEYED ASSEMBLY'S REQUEST TO US. 

6. OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY BRIEFING - FUNSETH ANNOUNCED THAT 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS WILL BRIEF TOMORROW ON THE 
OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
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